H OGAN & Hogan & Hartson Lt
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Suite 2000
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November 6, 2009 Gil A. Abramson
Partner
+1.410.659.2723
gaabramson(@hhlaw.com

BY HAND DELIVERY

Equal Employment Opportunity Commission
Baltimore District Office

10 South Howard Street

Third Floor

Baltimore, MD 21201

Re: Matthias Goldstein v. Pikesville Volunteer Fire Company

Dear Sir/Madam:

Enclosed for filing please find an original and one copy of a Charge of Discrimination on behalf
of our client, Matthias Goldstein, against Pikesville Volunteer Fire Company. Please date-stamp
the copy of this Charge and return it with our messenger.

Mr. Matthias® Charge is based on religious discrimination and retaliation and will be cross-filed
with the Maryland Commission on Human Relations today, by regular first-class mail.

Should you have any questions regarding this matter, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,,

—

Gil A. Abramson
Enclosures

cc: Mr. Matthias Goldstein
(w/ enclosures)
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CHARGE OF DISCRIMINATION ABENGY CHARGE NUMBER
This form Is affected by the Privacy Act of 1974; 588 Privacy Act Statement on teverse before compleling this form, FEPA
EECC
MARYLAND COMMISSION ON HUMAN RELATIONS ahd EEQOC
(Stale or Local Agency, if Any)

NAME {Indicate Mr., Ms.., or Mrs.} HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER (indlude Arex Gede)

Matthias Goldstein 410-353-0203
STREET ADDRESS : CITY, STATE AND 23 CODE DATE OF BIRTH

2901 West Strathmore Avenue, Baltimore, MD 21209 02/28/1963

NAMED 15 THE EMPLOYER, LABOR ORGANIZATION, EMPLOYMENT AGENCY, APPRENTICESHIP COMMITTEE, STATE OR LOCAL
GOVERNMENT AGENCY WHO DISCRIMINATED AGAINST ME (/f more than one fist below).

NAME NO. OF EMPLOYEES/MEMBERS TELEPHONE NUMBER (fnciude Arga Code)

Pikesville VYolunteer Fire Co, Approx. 200 410-486-9834
STREET ARDRESS N GITY, STATE AND ZIF GODE ! COUNTY

40 Fast Sudbrook Lane, Pikesville, WD 21208 Baltimore
NAME NO, OF EMPLOYEES/MEMBERS TELEPHONE NUMEER {includs Area Code)
STREET ADDRESS GITY, STATE AND ZIP CODE
CAUSE OF DISCRIMINATION BASED ON (Ghack appropriale boxfes)y . DATE DISCRIMINATION TOCK PLACE
0 O o 0 m O  ORIG EARLIEST LAYEST

RAGE COLOR SEX RELIGION NATIONAL ORIGIN
o | 01/2872009 09/30 /2009
X retauaTion ] acE [ msaswmy [ OTHER (Specify)
K7 conTmuiNg AcTION

THE PARTICULARS ARE  (if additional space is needad, allached extro shest(s))

See attached statement. .

0Z:11'Y 9= AGN 4007
R

| want this charge filed with the EEOC and the Siate FEPA. | will | NOTARY = (When necessary to mest State and Lacal Requirements)
advise the agenties if | change my address or telephone number
and I will cooperate fully with them in the processing of my charge in ' e T = TR Te G T

3 1) geedures. Swear of e ave rea above charge an & s true (o 1he
accordance with their pr , best of my knowledge. information and belief.
1 declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing |s true and comrect. SIGNATURE OF COMPLAINANT

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME THIS DATE:
{Month, day and year)

Date Charging Panty {Signaiure)
THIS FORM PROVIDED FREE OF CHARGE BY WWW.EECCOFFICE.COM




Statement of Matthias Goldstein

1, Maithias Goldstein, have heen employed as a medic with the Pikesville Volunteer Fire Company
(‘PVFC") since April 1893. Until recently, 1 was never told that my beard posed any problem or issue with
regard fo the performance of my work. On or around January 28, 2009, | was informed that | could no
longer ride as a medic for PVFC because my beard posed a safety concern. | am a practicing Orthodox
Jew and maintain my beard as part of my religious beliefs. | have maintained a heard for the entirety of
my 17-year tenure with PVFC and was never previously told it was a safety risk. { am now being told that
it will interfere with a respiratory mask that PVFC is planning to acquire at some future date, and will
require all medics fo wear. This mask in not necessary for medics, and even if it were, PVFC has failed to
undertake any efforts to identify an alternative mask that could accommedate medics with beards.
Moreover, PVFC barred me from riding as a medic before even ordering or acquiring the masks, in
anticipation of their future acquisition. For these reasons, it is my sincere belief that PVFC’s no-beard
policy is a pretext for religious discrimination and was implemented as a form of retaliation against me

because of my involvement In a group of medics comprised predominately of Orthodox Jews, which is
perceived by PVFC as a competing rescue service,

| have repeatedly fried to resolve this issue with PYFC, On February 6, 2009, | provided PVFC with
literature on an alternative mask that could accommodate the needs of healthcare professionals who
have beards. See attached. PVFC refused to considerit. On April 6, 2008, the Baltimore Courty
Volunteer Fireman's Association mediated a meeting between PVFC and me. At that meeting, PVFC
agread to create a commitiee fo investigate and resolve this dispute. PVFC agreed to appointme ag a
member of that committee. To date, | have not received any information from PVYFC concerning this
commiftee and have not been apprised of ahy commitiee activities.

In May 20089, | retained counsel to assist me in resolving this dispute with PVFC. Since then my counsel
have attended two meetings and written numerous letters to PVFC in an attempt to resolve this dispute.
At the most recent in-person meeting with PVFC on September 30, 2008, PVFC confirmed that | could
not ride as a medic as long as | continue to maintain a beard. Although it is my understanding that all
non-bearded meadics at PVFC have recently been fit tested with the new masks, PVFC siill does not have
the new masks. Thus, while | have been prevented from riding as a paramedic since last winter, others
who do not hold my religious convictions have been able to ride without masks during this entire time.

| want this charge filed with the EEOC and the State FEPA. | will advise the agencies if | change my
address or telephone number and ! will cooperate fully with them in the processing of my charge in
accordance with their procedures.

| declare under penalty of perjury that the foregoing is true and correct.

Matthias Goldstein

Date: ////J‘ /3 9
/7 !

SUBSCRIFED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME
THIS DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2009,

Notary Public

My Commission Expires:@:@& €, o
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2901 West Strathmore Ave

Baltimore, Maryland 21209
February 6, 2009

Captain Glenn Resnick

Pikesville Volunteer Fire Company
40 East Sudbrook Lane

Pikesville, Maryland 21208

Dear Captain Resnick,

I am writing this letter to provide the information that you requested regarding personal
protective respiratory devices that accommodate the needs of healthcare professionals
who have beards. '

The most economical device that I have located, the PureAir by SafetyTech, provides

protection against both biclogical and chemical agents. I hope that you will find the
attached literature informative, '

I eagerly await your reply with the date that T will be reinstated as an active riding
member of the Pikesville Volunteer Fire Company as I had been for over 16 vears.

Respectfully,

Matthias Goldstein



runational, Inc.

Pure-Air'™ Bio-Resgponse Kit

NIOSH APPROVALS
TC-21C-0788

The PureAir Bio-Response Kit™ is a complete PAPR (Powered Air Purlfying
Respirator) system, festuring loose fitting head covers. The PAPR dafivers a
constant flow of burified air into the head cover providing pesitive airflow and
protaction against biclogical and particuiate contaminants. The PureAir system is

easy 10 store and deploy. Three convenignt and fully integrated battery options are
available,

Only SafetyTech Intemational PureAir Bio-Responss Kit™ offers:
+ U.8. Miiitary-Proven Lightweight Motor Blower Techinology.

= Fully Integrated Battery Compartment Separated from Air Delivery System,

» 4 hr NiMY Rechargeable Batteties (Primary Cell 10 yr shelf life); Single 7+
hr Disposabie Battery or & (4) D-Cell Alkatine Battery Pack for 12+ hies of
operation.

« Dispesable Tyvek QC Head Covers with Snap-Fit Connector.
«  Worry-Free Battery Management Plan

APPLICATIONS!
« Hospitals / Emergency Departments
« Medical Disaster Response / Pandemit Response
+ Infectious Disease Labs
+ Laboratories
+ Clean Rooms
»  Pharmaceutical Manufachuring

FEATURES. - BENEFITS!
«  Top-down air delivery system =+ No Fit Testing Required
«  Wide, earto-ear clear lens w/ protective storage +» Visor style head cover permits use of stethoscope
covering

s Ppsitive airflow is safe and comfortable
»  Accommodates facial halr andd prescription lenses
«  Patient Friendly design

«  Tyvek® QC construction in white, yellow, or blue
+ Disposable headpiece w/ snug fit band
»  Mpisture absorbent interior head band

+ 3 battary options including off-the-shelf standard
atkaline D-cell battery pack for 12+ hrs of operation

SafetyTech International, Inc. | www.safetytechint.com | toll free 1-888-744-6462
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