
      
      Skip to main content
    

      


  
    
      
          
    

      
  
  
      






  

        
            
    

      
  
  
    
  
    [image: ACLU of Maryland Logo]  

ACLU of Maryland
  






  

            
    

      
  	
About	
Who We Are
	
Our Team
	
Work With Us
	
Board of Directors
	
Annual Report
	
Chapter/ People Power
	
Financial Documents
	
Contact Us



	
Our Work	
All Issues
	Legal Justice System
	Free Speech
	Education
	Housing Segregation and Economic Mobility
	Civil Rights
	Voting Rights and Elections



	
Legal Advocacy
	
Legislation
	
Campaigns
	
COVID-19



	
Your Rights	
Ask for Legal Help
	
Request a Know Your Rights Training
	
Know Your Rights
	
Voter Empowerment



	
News	
All Blogs
	Commentary: Once part of the problem, we are now part of the solution
	A Lobby Day to Remember
	Sister, We’re Two of a Kind: Black Womanhood Reflected From Screen to Reality



	
Press Releases
	
Podcast
	
Videos
	
Publications
	
Frequently Asked Questions
	
Partner Organizations



	
Take Action	
Take Action
	
Events
	
Get Updates
	
Tips on Contacting, Writing, and Meeting With Your Elected Officials



	
Español
	
Donate	
Donate
	
Join
	
Ways to Give









      
  	
Donate	
Donate
	
Join
	
Ways to Give







  

        
      

    

  

  

    
      
        
                              
                    
          
                      
    

      
  


  

        

      

      
        
          





      
      
  
      
  
  Still Blocking the Exit



  
  

    

  
      
      
        
  
      
  
  
  
    January 20, 2015  

  
  


  
      
  
  	Facebook
	Twitter
	Reddit
	Email
	Print


  
  

      

    

    
  
  
      
      

                  
            
  
      
  
  
  
    [image: Still Blocking the Exit]

  


  
  


  
      
  
  
  The Maryland Restorative Justice Initiative (MRJI) and the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Maryland released a new report, "Still Blocking the Exit," which tells the stories of many individuals given parole-eligible life sentences who have been denied release despite being recommended for it.

The report was presented at a press conference in Annapolis, where advocates were joined by legislators sponsoring a bill to depoliticize the parole process for lifers. Also on hand were individuals released under the decision in Unger v. State of Maryland, which held that flawed jury instructions given by judges prior to 1980 denied defendants the right to a fair trial. Many of the individuals recently released – who often had parole-eligible life sentences – were sentenced as juveniles and are now successfully reintegrating into their communities.
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