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�New Money for City School Construction!� 
 

Thank City Legislative Leaders for Their Work in Annapolis! 
� 
With your help, the Transform Baltimore campaign has made school construction a top priority for 
Baltimore. During the special session on gaming this past month, city Delegates and Senators 
pushed hard to make sure city school construction would benefit if gaming was expanded. Thanks to 
their efforts, if voters approve the gaming ballot initiative in November, Baltimore City Schools will 
receive an estimated additional $2.5 million in school construction funding each year. This line of new 
revenue would allow $37 million to be borrowed to build new/renovate schools - one more piece toward 
WKH�WRWDO�UHEXLOGLQJ�RI�%DOWLPRUH�VFKRROV��� 
� 
As we send our children back to school this week, we are reminded of how important it is that all 
children have the opportunity to learn in a healthy, safe, and modern building capable of supporting the 
LQVWUXFWLRQDO�QHHGV�RI�D���VW�FHQWXU\�FXUULFXOXP���� 
� 
Please take 30 seconds to thank our leaders NOW for making school construction a top priority and 
HQFRXUDJH�WKHP�WR�NHHS�XS�WKH�JRRG�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�UHJXODU�VHVVLRQ�IRU�WKH��EORFN�JUDQW��ELOO�� 
� 
CLICK HERE to send a thank you message to key city delegates and senators!  
� 
¬ 

� Leith Walk Elementary Students Get A 
New School Building!� 

 
State "Block Grant" Bill Needed to Ensure Excellent School 

Buildings for All Baltimore Students 
� 

 
 
After years of planning and waiting for funding, Leith Walk Elementary students finally get to start the 
VFKRRO�\HDU�LQ�D�EUDQG�QHZ�EXLOGLQJ���<HVWHUGD\��*RYHUQRU�2
0DOOH\��0D\RU�5DZOLQJV-Blake, Dr. 
Alonso, and other city and state officials addressed the Leith Walk school community and members 
of Transform Baltimore and the Baltimore Education Coalition on their efforts to renovate and 
PRGHUQL]H�FLW\�VFKRROV��� 
 
/HLWK�:DON�(OHPHQWDU\�ZDV�EXLOW�LQ������DQG�KDV�QRW�UHFHLYHG�VLJQLILFDQW�XSJUDGHV�XQWLO�QRZ���7KLV�
state-of-the-art building features a new library, computer lab, spacious cafeteria, full working kitchen to 
SURYLGH�QXWULWLRXV�KRW�OXQFKHV��DQG�DQ�DUW�VWXGLR���$GGLWLRQDOO\�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�KDV�VHHQ�D�WHFKQRORJLFDO�
and systems overhaul, which includes wifi, air-conditioning, internet phones, and projectors in the 
FODVVURRPV���2QH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�WKH�EXLOGLQJ�DUH�WKH�ODUJH�ZLQGRZV�WKDW�DOORZV�
ample natural light into the classrooms, changing the once dark and dismal space into a vibrant 
OHDUQLQJ�HQYLURQPHQW�WKDW�PDWFKHV�WKH�HQWKXVLDVP�RI�WKH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WKH�VWDII�RI�/HLWK�:DON���7KH�
old Leith Walk building will be renovated during the school year to complete the $28 million project. 
 
"The dream is that this happens over the next few years for every single building in this school 
system," said Dr. Alonso when speaking to the large crowd of excited students and supportive 
parents at the Ribbon Cutting ceremony.  
 
The ACLU's Education Reform Project has been at the forefront of the effort to rebuild all city school 
EXLOGLQJV�RYHU�WKH�SDVW�ILYH�\HDUV����7KH�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WHDFKHUV�DUH�YHU\�H[FLWHG�DERXW�VWDUWLQJ�WKH�
school year in this magnificent building," said Bebe Verdery, director of the ACLU's Education Reform 
3URMHFW����%XW�XQGHU�WKH�FXUUHQW�IXQGLQJ�V\VWHP��RQO\�D�IHZ�VFKRROV�FDQ�UHFHLYH�WKLV�NLQG�RI�QHHGHG�
attention in a decade."  
 
To fully overhaul all city school buildings, the ACLU and Transform Baltimore campaign are advocating 
IRU�D�EROG�DQG�LQQRYDWLYH�DSSURDFK��OLNH�WKH�RQH�GHYHORSHG�E\�*UHHQYLOOH��6RXWK�&DUROLQD���5HFRJQL]LQJ�
that its crumbling school buildings was a detriment to students and communities, Greenville officials 
LPSOHPHQWHG�D�SODQ�WR�UHQRYDWH�DQG�UHEXLOG�DOO����RI�LWV�VFKRRO�EXLOGLQJ�LQ�VL[�\HDUV���In order for 
Baltimore's school system to implement a similar plan, city and state leaders must pass enabling 
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OHJLVODWLRQ�WR�DOORZ�H[LVWLQJ�UHYHQXH�IRU�FLW\�VFKRRO�FRQVWUXFWLRQ�WR�EH�OHYHUDJHG�IRU�JUHDWHU�ERUURZLQJ���
� 
"We've identified existing city and state revenue that can be leveraged in an innovative financing plan," 
VDLG�9HUGHU\����&RPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�ERWWOH�WD[��WKH�FLW\�VFKRRO�V\VWHP�FDQ�XVH�WKLV�UHYHQXH�WR�VWDUW�D�
$1 billion school construction program." 
 

Visit Transform Baltimore on Facebook to see more pictures of Leith Walk and to see 
upcoming actions of the campaign to renovate and rebuild all city school buildings! 

)ROORZ�WKH�(GXFDWLRQ�5HIRUP�3URMHFW�¬ 
¬ 
�¬¬  ¬ 
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