Maryland

P oA
| RESTOEN TS

N0\ OTE

3 -
S

Our Message
for This Moment
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to let fear, secrecy, and federal bullying undermine our values.”
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1 Give online or use enclosed envelope to support the AGLU of Maryland’s work: aclu-md.org /donate
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DEAR FRIENDS OF GIVIL LIBERTIES

The First Amendment is under fire, and the moment
demands that we rise together to defend it.

Over the past few months, we’ve seen this administration test the limits of free
speech, press, and protest in ways that strike at the heart of democracy itself.
Federal agencies have heen ordered to strip funding from schools and universities
that uphold diversity and inclusion; journalists have been banned from White House

DANA VICKERS

and Pentagon briefings unless they agree to report only what the administration
dictates; and National Guard troops have heen deployed in American cities to silence SHELLEY
peaceful demonstrations. e
Executive Director,
ACLU of Maryland

These acts are not ahout safety or efficiency. They are designed to stoke fear in ‘
individuals and communities as well as control access to truth, to protest, and to free SR
thought.

The stories and updates in this issue reflect the many ways the ACLU of Maryland is
confronting these challenges head-on. Our legal team is challenging unconstitutional
restrictions on the freedom to think, speak, protest, and advocate for rights and

principles on which the government may disagree. We are partnering with educators
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and students to protect academic freedom. And we are standing alongside community

organizers to ensure that peaceful protest remains protected, not punished. This is

the work of defending democracy. It requires courage, vigilance, and an unwavering SEOT]:;EN!ZH:

belief in the power of truth. oard Fresicent,
ACLU of Maryland

Every lawsuit we file, every case we win, every Marylander we empower is part of a

larger promise—that the rights guaranteed by the Constitution are not negotiable. No

administration, no political agenda, and no weaponized system of government can

erase that truth.

Thank you for standing with us i this critical moment. Your support fuels our resolve

and strengthens our ability to defend what is most essential: freedom itself.

With gratitude and solidarity, A el At — W
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GET TO KNOW OTHER ISSUES WE ARE TAKING
ON THIS 2025 GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

COVER IMAGE: Maryland Parole Partnership
member Gordon Pack in his backyard. Photo by
Nicole McCann.

PAGE 2 IMAGE: Gordon Pack has his hand on his
wife’s pregnant stomach, celehbrating his second
chance after parole. Photo by Nicole McCann.

PAGE 3 IMAGE: Advocates and Senator Jill P. Carter
hird dogging t the state capitol to support the
Maryland Second Look Act. Photo by Lorena Diaz.
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Learn about our 2024 legislative —
priorities: aclu-md.org/legislation

2 Free State Liberties | ACLU of Maryland | aclu-md.org



LEGAL BRIEFS

ADVOCATING AGAINST
MODERN-DAY ENSLAVEMENT OF
INCARCERATED WORKERS
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PROTECTING STUDENTS’ RIGHT TO SPEAK
OUT AGAINST VIOLENCE IN GAZA
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DEFENDING POLICE TRANSPARENCY
FROM FOP ATTACKS
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CHALLENGING THE GOVERNMENT’S

EXCESSIVE FEES FOR PUBLIC INFORMATION
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CHALLENGING VOTE DILUTION
IN WICOMICO COUNTY
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LEGAL DOCKET

2023 - 2024

NEW LEGAL DOCKET REPORT
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L Read the new Legal Docket and
about our cases: aclu-md.org/cases
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RENEW YOUR

WHAT CAN YOU DO?» | &jppORT TODAY

YOU CAN COUNT ON ME to defend the Constitution and Bill of Rights!

with a tax-deductible donation to the ACLU Foundation of: [1$2,500 [1$1,000 [1$500 [1$250 [10ther$
with a new or renewal membership to the ACLU of: [1$100 [1$75 [1$50 [1$35 [1Other $

[1My check is enclosed. [11am interested in including the ACLU in my will or estate plans.

*Name

Address

City State *Zip

*Email Phone

Please charge my contribution to [JVISA [JMC [JAmex [Disc

*Account # *Exp. Date *CWW

*Signature Date

*This information is required to process your credit card transaction.

Please complete this form and return it in the envelope provided or give online at www.aclu-md.org.
Your personal commitment and strong support will make all the difference in the fight for civil liberties.
Renew your support of the ACLU today.
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