N4ACLU

Testimony for the Senate Finance Committee

SARA N. LOVE
PUBLIC POLICY
DIRECTOR

AMERICAN CIVIL
LIBERTIES UNION
OF MARYLAND

MAIN OFFICE

& MAILING ADDRESS
3600 CLIPPER MILL ROAD
SUITE 350

BALTIMORE, MD 21211
T/410-889-8555

or 240-274-5295
F/410-366-7838

FIELD OFFICE

6930 CARROLL AVENUE
SUITE 610

TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912
T/240-274-5295

WWW.ACLU-MD.ORG

OFFICERS AND
DIRECTORS
COLEMAN BAZELON
PRESIDENT

SUSAN GOERING
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

C. CHRISTOPHER BROWN
GENERAL COUNSEL

March 5, 2014

SB 790 — Health Insurance — Communications Between Carriers and
Enrollees — Conformity With the Health Insurance Portability and
Accountability Act (HIPAA)

SUPPORT

The ACLU of Maryland supports SB 790, which will help protect the health privacy of
Marylanders.

Under SB 790 the Maryland Insurance Administration would create a form by which
individuals can exercise their rights under the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability
Act (HIPAA) to keep certain medical information private.

The right to privacy of medical information is extremely important, and especially so in cases
of domestic violence and sexual abuse.. Creating a standard form for individuals to use to
request privacy would enable many more people to avail themselves of the privacy protections
HIPAA created.

For the foregoing reasons, the ACLU of Maryland supports SB 790.



