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EQUITY FOR MARYLAND’S SCHOOL CHILDREN

The ACLU of Maryland works to ensure that all public school children

in Maryland have an equitable opportunity to attend healthy and safe
schools that provide high quality education. This session, we will work to
secure equitable and adequate public school funding for all children; oppose
discrimination in private schools that receive public funding; ensure that
school facilities are conducive to learning; and advocate for positive school
climate, including fair discipline policies.

THE TRUST ACT

Local law enforcement collaboration with ICE’s deportation machine has
encouraged racial profiling against immigrant communities and fostered
distrust for local police.

This fractured relationship between the community and law enforcement
threatens public safety for everyone. We will renew our efforts to disentangle
local law enforcement from the racist, inhumane, and misguided practices of
federal immigration efforts.

EQUALITY FOR WOMEN WHO ARE INCARCERATED

The number of women and girls in the criminal legal system has grown
substantially over the past several decades. The over-incarceration of women
devastates families, because 75% of women who are incarcerated are the
primary or sole caretakers of children. Although women face similar challenges
to men upon reentry, such as barriers to housing and employment, women

also have different reentry needs. For instance, women are more than twice as
likely to be incarcerated for a non-violent offense.

Currently, the Department of Public Safety and Correctional Services operates
no dedicated lower-security facility for women preparing to return to the
community from prison. However, DPSCS has nine facilities dedicated to
preparing men who are returning to their communities around the state.

The re-entry services available to women are inadequate as they are, but the
situation is even more egregious in light of the services available to men.

M 1 d 3600 Clipper Mill Rd. 410.889.8555
ary an Baltimore, MD 21211 aclu-md.org



TRANSPARENCY IN POLICING — REFORMING MARYLAND’S PUBLIC
INFORMATION ACT

/ 5 ‘Lw\\\ Lo A Under current law, if you file a complaint of police misconduct, you cannot
3?5//\/6 Mg find out how the department investigates your complaint. All you can

i / find out is the outcome and the discipline. You cannot find out whether
the department conducted a thorough or lackluster investigation of your
complaint. This is because the complaint file is considered a ‘personnel
record’ under Maryland’s Public Information Act and personnel records
may never be disclosed. We will work to remove the complaint file from
the personnel record category, thereby allowing (though not mandating)
police departments to disclose the complaint file.

EXPANDING THE VOTE

. You vumanﬂﬂ VorE! Voting is the hallmark of our democracy. If an individual is eligible to
vote, whether incarcerated or not, that right must be honored. In 2020,
we will work with our partners to ensure that Marylanders who are
incarcerated — which disproportionately affects Black and Brown people
— who are eligible to vote, have meaningful access to the ballot. This
includes voter registration applications, absentee ballot applications, and
information about how to vote.

DEFENDING CHILDREN’S RIGHT TO REMAIN SILENT

The number of children who are arrested have decreased in Maryland
over the past 5 years. But there are still a great number of children who
come into contact with law enforcement. Research shows that children
are likely to feel especially pressured by the demands of authority figures,
and their age affects how they act and respond. Children must have an
attorney present during any questioning by law enforcement, so their due
process rights are protected.

TAKING THE POLITICS OUT OF PAROLE

Despite being sentenced to life with the possibility of parole, in practice,
more than 2,000 Marylanders serving life sentences are condemned to
die in prison. Unlike nearly every other state, Maryland requires the
Governor to personally approve parole for anyone given a life with parole
sentence. For more than two decades, these Marylanders have been
systematically denied a meaningful opportunity for parole, regardless of
individual merit and in spite of the Parole Commission recommending
them for release after an extensive vetting process. Maryland must
remove the Governor from this politicized parole process.
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