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WHAT TO DO
IF YOU'RE
STOPPED BY
THE POLICE

ACLU of Maryland

YOUR RIGHTS

= You have the right to remain
silent. If you wish to exercise
that right, say so out loud.

* You have the right to refuse to
consent to a search of yourself,
your car or your home, with
certain exceptions.

= Regardless of your immigration
or citizenship status, you have
constitutional rights.

YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES

= Do stay calm and be polite.

* Do not interfere with or
obstruct the police.

= Do not lie or give
false documents.

* Do remember the details
of the encounter.

= If you are not under arrest, you
have the right to calmly leave.

= You have the right to a lawyer

if you are arrested. Ask for

one immediately.

You have the right to record

and are not breaking any
other law.

Do prepare yourself and
your family in case you
are arrested.

Do file a written complaint
or call your local ACLU if
you feel your rights have
been violated.

police actions as long as you do
not interfere with their activities
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We rely on the police to keep us safe and treat us all fairly,
regardless of race, ethnicity, national origin or religion.
This card provides tips for interacting with police and
understanding your rights. Note: Some state laws may
vary, and this card is specific to Maryland.

IF YOU ARE STOPPED FOR QUESTIONING

Stay calm. Don’t run. Don’t argue, resist or obstruct the police,
even if you are innocent or police are violating your rights. Keep
your hands where police can see them.

Ask if you are free to leave. If the officer says yes and you wish
to leave, calmly and silently walk away. If you are under arrest,
you have a right to know why.

You have the right to remain silent and cannot be punished for
refusing to answer questions (but refusing to answer questions
may make the police suspicious about you). If you wish to
remain silent, tell the officer out loud. In Maryland, you are not
legally required to give your name if asked to identify yourself
(although some states do require this).

You do not have to consent to a search of yourself or your
belongings, but police may “pat down” your clothing or
accessible container (like a purse or backpack) if they suspect a
weapon. You should not physically resist, but you have the right
to refuse consent for any further search (including a request
that you empty your pockets or purse). If you do consent, it can

2

“I00p 3} SO
pue apisino dajs ‘S1901Jo 9} 0 qeads 01 9S00y NOA JI “JUd[IS
Urewal 03 JYSLI 9} 9ARY NOA ‘YUelrem B dARY SIOOUJO JT USAT]

"9pISul ST uosIod ) AR

A9 JT JuRLIEM 9} UO PISI] U0SIad 9} JO dWOY 9} I9IUd 0 9o1[0d
SMO[[B JUBLIEM JSILIR Uy PIISI[ SWAII d) I0J PUR SBIIE 9} YDIRIS
A[UO Ued SIIDYJO N “YURLIRM ) UO PIISI[ SSAIPPR 9} IOIUD 0}
901[0d SMO[[R JUBLIEM [DI€3S Y “II 199dSUul Ued NOA 0S MopuIm dY)
01 dn 91 P[OY IO I00P B} Jopun JueLrem ) di[s 01 IdUJO ) JSY

JuRLIEM d) SUIMOYS

PpUe S9A[RSUIAY) SUIOUNOUUR JSITJ JNOYIIM I9JUD 0} 921[0d MO[[e
SJURLIEM QUIOS *(SUOWIOS SUISBUD U9yM I0 ‘QOPISUl SUTUIBIIDS
9UO0IWIOS JedY A9} UdUM S JoNs SUOreniIs AOUaSIouo Ul JueLrem
2 oYM I9jud Aewl 901[0d) JueLIem € dARY A9} SSO[UN UT WA} 19]
0] 9ARY J0U OP NOA ‘sSauIsn( I0 dWOY INOA 03 durod 3d110d ) JT

SSANISNG YO JNOH YNOA 01 JNO0I 3I170d FHL dI

‘popuadsns aq Aewr
9SUDI[ S ISALIP INOA )S9) JJealq 10 ‘DuLin ‘poojq & axe) 0}
9sNJal pue SUIALIP paaredulr 10 Yunip Jo pajoadsns aae noA J

“I97e[ 1IN0D U J9X21) 9} JSOIU0D Ued NOoA
pue 9[nsg Jo UOISSTWPE Uk J0U SI J9X21} B SUTUSIS "1901jo 9o170d ©
AQ 0S Op 03 PIJIAIIP JI IT USIS PNOYS NOA 19XI1) B USALS I8 NOA J]

affect you later in court. Police can look inside your pockets,
your purse, or other container only if their “pat down” provides
evidence of a weapon or a crime, if a “pat down” would not be
sufficient to establish whether you have a weapon (such as a
container with hard sides), or if they have probable cause to
believe they will find evidence of a crime.

You do not have to carry ID with you, or show it to an officer
on demand, but inability (or unwillingness) to produce an ID
when an officer intends to charge you with a crime will mean
that the officer must make an arrest, and cannot simply give
you a citation.

IF YOU ARE STOPPED IN YOUR CAR

Stop the car in a safe place as quickly as possible. Turn off the
car, turn on the internal light, open the window part way and
place your hands on the wheel.

Upon request, show police your driver’s license, registration
and proof of insurance.

If an officer asks to look inside your car, you can refuse to
consent to the search. But if police believe your car contains
evidence of a crime, your car can be searched without

your consent.

Both drivers and passengers have the right to remain silent. If
you are a passenger, you can ask if you are free to leave. If the
officer says yes, sit silently or calmly leave. Even if the officer
says no, you have the right to remain silent.



