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Cherry Hill is historically significant as the nation's first, largest (and
likely the only) planned suburban-style community for African Americans.

The history of the development of public housing on the Middle Branch is
one of the most striking examples of deliberate residential racial
segregation in any city. It is also a story of a minority community
knowingly exposed to adverse environmental conditions.

The strengths and spirit that you see in this community have been created
and sustained despite these public policies.



The Roots Of Baltimore’s Ghetto

7~ 7777 e Priorto 1900, Baltimore did not
2FNF SECREGCETION PLEN have a geographic racial “ghetto.”
s e Public policies played a major
T IS ST TR role in creating a segregate
housing market and spatial
separation.
IR e Enacted first “racial zoning”

ordinance in US in 1910

e In 1918 Mayor Preston appointed
a Commission on Segregation

e City promoted use of racially
restrictive covenants.

e Used public projects to clear
black “slum’” areas and harden
boundaries
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Reflecting white opinion in 1918 the Baltimore Sun
endorsed a “fair and permanent [segregation] policy
under which conditions in “colored” areas would be
improved, while blacks would “respect.

the sensibilities and prejudices of the white people.”
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Selection of sites for slum clearance and housing
projects used to reinforce residential segregation

PR

I
McCulloh Homes: First “Negro” housing B W
project, was planned to “offer a splendid 3
barrier against the encroachment of
colored” into an adjacent “good white
residential neighborhood.” (Bolton Hill)

Perkins Homes: “This area...from a point
of view of City wide balance of racial areas
should be occupied by white families,
probably largely foreign born. It is not
naturally a negro area but has...been partly
repopulated with Negroes...The Negro
inhabitants which would be evacuated
from this area should form part of a similar
development in a more desirable location.”

Cherry Hill Homes: After white opposition
to every proposed site, the isolated Cherry
Hill peninsula was deemed the only site
outside the ghetto that was “politically
acceptable” for the introduction of
permanent Negro war housing.

: /1 View of houses in a slum neighborhood, Baltimore, Maryland circa 1940.
‘, (Photo by Frederic Lewis/Getty Images)
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Westport Homes-Public Housing for Whites Only

Exaoled lis Praviou

A Propoa es:81,400,000

From the inception of the public housing program

ke S|tes were selected and projects were designed for
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NOTHER HOUSIMG # “white housing” or “Negro housing.”
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.5 «The original Negro housing projects were all built
=}1.. on slum clearance sites in the central city where the
e r.:"' black population had come to be concentrated.

“I: They destroyed more housing than they created.

One result was that blacks paid higher rents than

i ~ whites for housing that was often in worse condition.

*Although almost all of those displaced by slum
< clearance were black, half of the new units were

. reserved for whites, resulting in a net gain in

» housing and land area for whites. Some white

housmg projects, including Westport Homes, were
| built on vacant land on the outskirts of the City,
which was more economical than slum clearance.
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Cherry Hill was to become the nation’s first (and lat) planned
“Negro Suburb.” The Sun termed it a “model Negro village” and
compared the street layout with Homeland and Guilford.

The Urban League wasn’t so sure, predicting that the site was
destined to become a slum and that African Americans would be

blamed for it.
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Public Housing and Areas of Minority Concentration, 1940
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The 1950 compromise
-

» After assurances from the Mayor that Claremont and
Westport Extension would be open to whites only,
the City Council approved an ordinance that allowed
the three “vacant land” projects to proceed.

» But all future public housing would require City
Council approval, giving the Council a veto over
HABC site selection...

» And all future public housing would be limited to
“slum sites.”

» This ordinance remained in place in 1968 and is still
In place today.
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1950: Baltimore City Council approves first
urban renewal projects in the nation over
African American objections

Urban League objects that Hopkins-Broadway and Waverly projects
“...give official sanction to segregation in the name of
redevelopment.”

Clarence Mitchell, Jr. and NAACP ask the federal urban renewal
agency to withdraw federal funds from Baltimore because its
“slum clearance and redevelopment program...places the full
strength of the Federal government behind a policy of rigid
segregation in that city...”

Federal Racial Relations Office warns the Baltimore urban renewal
projects will effect a “triple threat:”

1) Negro clearance,

2) Conversion of a racially flexible area to one of racial
exclusion;

3) Reduction of land areas available to Negro residence.



Displacement and Loss of

oy

Housing . 1950-1964: 25.000
- Baltimoreans are displaced
| RO Sies PR BaltwoRE by urban renewal, public-

=

housing construction and
school construction.

v 90% of those displaced are
African-American.

v Officials contend that
i o =0 s displaced households
< i M‘f [Ty R mov_ed to bett_er houglng but
S AT S admit that their housing

2 costs increased.

v Officials also admit that
B B fewer housing units open to

black occupancy are built
than are torn down.
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Conversion of Fairfield Homes

to black occupancy

1954 Before Brown
decision, HABC plans
conversion of Fairfield
white war housing project
to Negro public housing
occupancy. Change is
designed to produce
more Negro housing to

meet urgent relocation
housing need.

Fairfield selected
because adjacent to
black enclave and
deemed undesirable to
whites.
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" er rown cision, "

announces ‘“‘desegregation’ policy.

Fairfield, Latrobe, Perkins and
Westport, white projects located next
to black areas, were selected for
implementation of the new policy.
They quickly changed from all white
to all black. This provided urgently
needed housing for blacks while
avoiding the the controvercy of
finding sites for black-occupied
housing.

Brooklyn, Claremont and O’Donnell,
all located in white areas, remained
all white until 1967, when civil rights
activists demanded they be
integrated. As of 1995, they were
still 60% white, despite a waiting list
that was more than 90% black.

No attempt was ever made to
integrate Cherry Hill and other de

jure Negro projects.



« *In. 1981 HABC purchased
a'distressed FHA
property, Patapsco:Park
Apartments and renamed
it.Charles K, Anderson
Village. b
With:this additien:to the
inventory, the number of
public housing units in”.
Cherry Hill ¢limbed above
1,700. ‘

It has been said that this.

is thelargest.. % ¥
concentration of public
housing east of Chicago.
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In 1987, HABC began
relocating residents from
Fairfield Homes due to
environmental hazards.

In 1997, HABC began

relocating families from
public housing in Cherry Hill.

432 units have been
demolished in Cherry Hill
Extensions I and II and
Charles K. Anderson over the
objections of the Cherry Hill
Homes Tenant Council.

A major justification cited for
demolition is the excessive
density of public housing
units in the community.

" CHARLES K. ANDERSON VILLAGE

DEMOLITION / DISPOSITION
APPLICATION

SUBMITTED BY

THE HOUSING AUTHORITY OF
" BALTIMORE CITY

PAUL 7. GRAZIANO
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

JUNE 2002

d 1Up-20298







