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HB 1009 – Criminal Procedure – Immunity – Alcohol- or Drug-related
Medical Emergencies
SUPPORT
The ACLU of Maryland supports HB 1009, which would extend our “Good
Samaritan” law, allowing for people to seek medical assistance for alcohol- or
drug-related medical emergencies without fearing prosecution.

AMERICAN CIVIL
LIBERTIES UNION OF
MARYLAND

MAIN OFFICE
& MAILING ADDRESS
3600 CLIPPER MILL ROAD
SUITE 350
BALTIMORE, MD 21211
T/410-889-8555
F/410-366-7838
FIELD OFFICE
6930 CARROLL AVENUE
SUITE 410
TAKOMA PARK, MD 20912
T/301-270-2258
WWW.ACLU-MD.ORG
OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

COLEMAN BAZELON
PRESIDENT	
  
	
  
SUSAN GOERING
EXECUTIVE	
  DIRECTOR	
  
	
  
ANDREW	
  FREEMAN	
  
GENERAL	
  COUNSEL	
  
	
  

Drug overdoses have tripled since 1990, primarily as a result of prescription drug
abuse.1 Unintentional drug overdose is a leading cause of preventable death in the
United States. It is well documented that people may not call for medical assistance
for fear of being arrested for drug-related crimes. Good Samaritan policies are lifesaving measures that enable people to make responsible decisions by shielding them
from punishment when they call for medical help during an emergency relating to
alcohol or other drugs.
Twenty-two states – including Maryland – and the District of Columbia have
enacted some form of a Good Samaritan law.2 HB 1009 would provide an
important expansion to our law, extend it to immunity from arrest or charge, in
addition to criminal prosecution, and ensuring that both people who are
experiencing the medical emergency and those who seek, provide or assist in the
provision of medical assistance are covered. Further, it would extend the immunity
to violations of pretrial release, probation or parole and bar detention on an
outstanding warrant if the detention was made possible solely as a result of the call
for medical assistance.
HB 1009 can save lives. With the number of drug overdoses, coupled with the
rising rates of heroin use, we must encourage people to seek medical help without
fear of prosecution.
For the foregoing reasons, the ACLU of Maryland supports HB 1009.
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